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Examiner 

Jason P Salce 



Applicant(s) 
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Art Unit 

2611 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. . See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) IS Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 17 December 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)|3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some *c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 -1 6 are drawn to a client device (set-top box), classified in class 
725, subclass 131. 

II. Claim 17 is drawn to central facility (headend), classified in class 725, 
subclass 1 14. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 

Inventions I through II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. 

In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as receiver for receiving 
television programming and content in a satellite television distribution system. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Invention II has separate utility such as a headend for transmitting television 
programming and content in a satellite television distribution system. See MPEP § 
806.05(d) 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 




• 
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4. Applicant has elected claims 1 -16, with traverse, per telephonic interview 
conducted on 4/28/2003 with applicant's representative. A rejection has been provided 
below. 



5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 409, 514. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 
316. A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference sign(s) in the description, are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 



Drawings 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Schein et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,002,394). 
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Referring to claim 1, Schein discloses receiving an editorial content index page 
and an editorial content item at a client device (see Column 7, Lines 39-43 for a board 
located tat the viewer's television set (client device) for receiving program guide 
information). The examiner notes that the applicant's disclosure of "editorial content" is 
broad and encompasses "a wide variety of opinions and facts regarding programming, 
typically entertainment and other audio/video information, distributed over a distribution 
network such as a cable television network". Schein discloses that program schedule 
information is transmitted to a client device (see again Column 7, Lines 39-43), and that 
the program schedule information in kept in a database (Column 7, Lines 16-19), and 
the database contains a N.E.W.S. (news, entertainment, weather, and sports) database, 
which includes story text and story Ids. This data constitutes as "editorial content" as 
stated by the applicant, since news (as well as sports, weather, and reviews (opinions) 
of programs) data stored in the database, inherently contains facts relating to 
programming content. 

Schein also discloses that while the electronic program guide is displayed (see 
display of element 502, which is an electronic program guide in Figure 16A), selecting a 
control to present the editorial content index page on the display device (see element 
512 in Figure 16A, which provides a scrolling list of options shown in Figure 20A, in 
which "World of Services" has been selected), the editorial content index page 
comprising a link to the editorial content (see Figure 20B for a list of "editorial content"). 
The examiner notes that the index of editorial content displayed in Figure 20B inherently 
contains facts and opinions about specific programming. 
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Schein also discloses selecting a link to an editorial content item from the set of 
one or more links (see Column 23, Lines 50-64) and Figures 20B and 20C to show 
selection of a message containing editorial content). 

Schein also discloses presenting the editorial content item on the display device 
(see Figure 20C). 

Referring to claim 2, Schein discloses that the editorial data comprises graphics 
data (see element 528 in Figures 20A-20C and Column 22, Lines 3-8 for a description 
of a preview window, which contains graphics that are displayed in accordance with 
what is highlighted in matrix 506), and rendering the graphics data (see element 124 in 
Figure 3 and Column 8, Lines 58-67 and Column 9, Lines 1-18). 

Referring to claim 3, Schein discloses that the editorial content item comprises 
video data (see element 528 in Figures 20A-20C and Column 22, Line 3-8 for a 
description of a preview window, which contains video that is displayed in accordance 
with what is highlighted in matrix 506). 

Referring to claim 4, Schein discloses that the editorial content item comprises 
interactive program code (see presenting a "super mall" for purchasing products at 
Column 23, Lines 46-48) and wherein presenting the editorial content comprises 
executing the interactive program code (see Column 23, Lines 55-65 for accessing a 
special database that provides additional information from an online service provider or 
the Internet when "headline news" is selected). 

Referring to claim 5, Schein discloses that the interactive program code 
comprises functionality that allows a client device to interact with a remote program 
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code and data (see rejection of claim 4 in relation to accessing an online service 
provider or the Internet upon selection of "headline news"). 

Referring to claim 6, Schein discloses determining a type of the editorial content 
item (see Figure 20B for selecting either "Headline News", "Sports", or "Music Videos" 
for example). It is inherent that the system knows which item is being chosen for 
display. 

Schein also discloses selecting a rendering program based on the type of the 
editorial content item (see Figure 20C for displaying items related to "Headline News"). 
Also note element 124 in Figure 3 for formatting certain information to be displayed 
based on which program has been selected (see Column 8, Lines 58-67 and Column 9, 
Lines 1-18). 

Schein also discloses executing the rendering program to present the editorial 
content item on the display device (see Figure 20C after the selection of "Headline 
News" in Figure 20B). 

Referring to claim 7, see rejection of claim 1 . Also note that pointers are 
analogous to links as described in claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 8, Schein discloses receiving the editorial content index page 
and an editorial content item at a client device on a periodic basis (see Column 2, Lines 
62-67 for downloading the television schedule at a specified time). 

Referring to claim 9, Schein teaches that the database information that 
comprises the electronic program guide is sent in a carousel fashion (see Column 12, 
Lines 38-40). 
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Referring to claim 10, Schein discloses exiting the editorial content index page 
(see Column 13, Lines 18-20 for a description of how every screen has an exit function). 
Schein also discloses presenting the electronic program guide and editorial content 
control upon exiting the editorial content index page (for example, if the user exits 
Figure 20B, he/she can then go back to Figure 20A, which contains the program guide 
and content control). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Schein discloses exiting the editorial content index page 
(see Column 13, Lines 18-20 for a description of how every screen has an exit function). 
Schein also discloses presenting a channel displayed on the display device when the 
step of presenting the electronic program guide is executed (see program area 526 in 
Figure 16A and Column 22, Lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 12, see rejection of claim 1 . Also note that Schein discloses a 
preview area 528 at Column 22, Lines 5-8, which concurrently displays program 
information with a tuned channel (see program area 526 at Column 22, Lines 3-5). 

Referring to claims 13-14, see rejection of claims 10-11, respectively. 

Referring to claim 15, see rejection of claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 16, see rejection of claims 1 and 2. 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Alexander et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,177,931) discloses an electronic program 
guide with editorial content. 



Conclusion 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P Salce whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1824. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-6pm (every other Friday 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-5359 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700. 



May 5, 2003 




